
Who we are?

The Hinton Admiral Estate

Hinton Admiral is the home of the Meyrick family and the Estate today 
is a 300-year old organisation.  

The Estate enjoys very diverse land types which range from heathland 
and river valley of high ecological value through beach and foreshore, 
woodland and commercial farmland to many forms of built property 
including a town centre estate on the East Cliff of Bournemouth. Much of 
the Estate’s land and a significant number of its buildings are recognized 
for their quality through ecological, landscape and heritage designations.

Historically, the entirety of Estate fell within the manors and hundreds 
of Christchurch; but today jurisdiction is exercised by a number of local 
authorities including the New Forest National Park, New Forest District 
Council, the Borough of Christchurch and the Borough of Bournemouth.  

Christchurch underwent rapid urbanisation in the second half of the 
twentieth century with almost all landowners selling up for development.  
As a result, today most of the land within the Borough of Christchurch 
which lies to the east of the River Avon and which remains undeveloped 
falls within the Estate. 

Environmental leadership 

The Estate has taken an active role in building its portfolio of environmental assets, 
principally the creation and growth of a local clean energy business, which is focused on 
solar pv and wood chip production. 

The Estate is also very active in the management of high quality environmental land 
for the benefit of nature, in particular in its holding on the island of Anglesey where it 
operates its own in-house environmental management company, Bodorgan Environmental 
Management.

Consequently, the Estate welcomes the opportunity to build its environmental portfolio 
and to become a major provider of a new type of public access land, the SANG. 
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What is a SANG?

SANG stands for ‘suitable alternative natural greenspace’. It is a creation 
of European environmental law and its purpose is to mitigate the effects 
of new development on sites of high ecological importance.  The principle 
of SANG is that it provides a suitable alternative natural greenspace for 
recreational use which both (1) deflects the new population from new 
housing developments away from protected ‘European’ heathland sites 
and (2) provides a new recreation area for existing users of ‘European’ 
sites so that there is no increase in the level of use on the protected 
‘European’ heathland. 

There is growing evidence to show the effects of increased residential 
development close to lowland heath has led to an increase in wild 
fires, damaging recreational activities, the introduction of incompatible 
plants and animals, loss of vegetation and soil erosion and disturbance 
by humans and their pets, mainly by dogs off lead disturbing ground 
nesting birds.

The Dorset Heaths are a key natural area for birds with the heaths 
holding a significant proportion of the national populations of 3 bird 
species listed in the European Birds Directive: the Dartford Warbler 
38%, Nightjar 13% and Woodlark 16%. For this reason the Dorset Heaths 
have been designated as a Special Protection Area under the Directive.

The new SANGs will have a variety of natural features and are being 
designed so that local residents will prefer to use the new SANG for 
recreation rather than the protected heathland sites.  In particular, the 
SANG sites are designed to be attractive to dog walkers who are the 
most frequent users of the protected heaths. 

What housing developments need SANG?

All large sites (40+ dwellings) need to provide SANG close to the 
new housing to provide an attractive and convenient green space that 
can be used all year round.  The three developments identified in the 
Christchurch land use plan as needing SANG are: the Christchurch 
Urban Extension, the Christchurch Allotment site and land south of 
Burton village.  (see map).

When will the SANG sites be available for use? 

SANG provision will be phased in line with the residential development 
so that reasonable access to the new SANG sites will be available as the 
new residents arrive in the development. It is proposed that at Roeshot 
SANG is provided as a series of three sites linked by routes that are wide 
enough to allow a dog to be taken off the lead.  

The linear nature of the new neighbourhood at Roeshot (defined by the 
railway embankment and the A35) is catered for and reflected in the 
location of SANG sites that offer choice at eastern and western extremes 
as well as the more central site adjacent to the river Mude.  The three 
SANG sites will be developed in phases in parallel with the pace of new 
housing development, which could take up to 10 years.
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What is proposed? 

Over 40ha of SANG sites is to be made available for eventual lay out as 
SANG for public use.  The Roeshot SANG ‘suite’ comprises three main 
sites:-

1. The western site at Burton is close to the village and lies between 
Hawthorn Road and Salisbury Road.  This site will be fully accessible 
with a small car park for 15 cars.  The proposal is also to close 
the bottom end of Hawthorn Road to vehicular traffic in order to 
improve the experience of pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders as 
well as allowing better access to the SANG.

2. The central SANG is adjacent to the river Mude and accessed through 
the arches below the railway embankment.  

3. The eastern SANG is accessed from the bridleway crossing the railway 
cutting – here there are areas either side of the bridleway giving a 
choice of walking routes.  

The three sites will be connected by SANG links, these are wide areas 
adjacent to the railway embankment where dogs can safely be let off the 
lead.  

The sites will be managed for public use and enjoyment and will be 
managed by an Estate-employed warden to ensure they remain attractive 
and functional at all times.  The SANG sites will benefit from new paths 
and significant new tree and shrub planting.  
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How will this project happen?

Early work to set out the new boundaries of the SANG and plant trees are 
planned to start before the end of the winter; and a planning application 
will be made before the end of the year to secure a change of use of the 
land to Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace.  

Following the start of the housing developments at Roeshot, the areas of 
SANG will be opened to the public in phases. Appropriate communication 
and publicity about the availability of routes and access points will be made 
at the right times.  In about 10 years the entire project should be complete 
with all the houses built and all the SANG sites fully operational.  

How will the SANGs be managed?

The Estate will appoint a dedicated team of professionals, including an on-
site warden, to manage and maintain the SANG sites.  The Estate’s SANG 
team will meet with representatives from the three local authorities and a 
local representative of Natural England, who advise on biodiversity issues 
nationally.  This will take place on an annual basis to review the performance 
of the SANGs.  It is anticipated that opportunities are likely to arise for 
participation by local people in the maintenance and management of the 
SANGs.  Local dialogue will be continuous, with the warden as the point of 
contact, in order to give a responsive service, this means that local issues 
can be addressed as they arise, with changes being made to management 
regimes to suit local circumstances where this is possible.  

Will the SANG areas change?

Hinton Admiral Estate are proposing a flexible approach to the areas available 
for use to suit other operations in the area including mineral extraction and 
subsequent land restoration.  This is shown on the phasing plan adjacent 
where site A or B either side of the central SANG are interchangeable 
dependant upon the progress of development and the minerals operation.  
At all times there will be sufficient SANG available for public use to satisfy 
the Council that it does provide a suitable alternative so there is no increase 
in the level of use on the protected heathland sites.  

Your Views

We welcome your comments on the proposals

The plans for the SANGs are being finalised ready for 
submission for planning permission if you have any comments 
can you please complete a form provided, or send comments  

with ‘SANG Consultation’ in the subject box to: 

roeshot@meyrickestate.com

Alternatively please write to 
SANG Consultation, 

Estate Office, 
Hinton, 

Christchurch 
BH23 7DU 

Please ensure your comments are made by 
14 October 2015 

so they can be taken in to account.  
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